Resource Sheet 53

Giving to the poor

Activity:

For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore I command you, saying, ‘You shall open
your hand wide to your brother, to your poor and your needy, in your land.” (Deuteronomy
15:11)

“When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back
to get it; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the Lord your God may
bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go
over the boughs again; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. (Deuteronomy
24:19-20)

And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and
say to them: ‘“When you come into the land which | give you, then the land shall keep a sabbath
to the Lord. 3 Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard,
and gather its fruit; 4 but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the land,
a sabbath to the Lord. You shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard. 5 What grows
of its own accord of your harvest you shall not reap, nor gather the grapes of your untended
vine, for it is a year of rest for the land. (Lev. 25:1-5)

but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat;
and what they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. In like manner you shall do with your
vineyard and your olive grove. 12 Six days you shall do your work, and on the seventh day you
shall rest, that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of your female servant and the
stranger may be refreshed. (Exodus 23:11-12)

Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, | say to
you, they have their reward. 3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, 4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. (Mathew 6:2-4)

But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. 14 And you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”
(Luke 14:13-14)

But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. (Hebrews
13:16)

So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves
a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7)



